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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission last filed on 
October 15'^ 2008 has been entered. 



Response to Remarlts 

2. This is a non-final Office Action in response to the present US application 
number 10/596,457 last filed on October 15'^ 2008, where claims 1-6, 8-13, and 15-21 
are pending and have been examined. 

Previous 35 U.S.C. 101 rejections have been withdrawn in view of applicant's 
remarks claiming, "...computer-readable medium having the control software recorded 
thereon..." and in view of the newly amended claims which reflect those remarks. 

The examiner respectfully disagrees with applicant's remarks/arguments. As to 
claims 1-6, 8-13, and 15-21, Logan etal. does teaches/suggests the concept of 
providing a specific identifier (or metadata) which links the requesting user(s) to some 
specific requested data content(s). Logan teaches/suggests while the metadata is 
created and stored at a user's metadata storage (i.e. 133) and the storage point now 
acts as a resource point for any user requesting for data content(s), in actuality, only the 
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group of specific individuals who actively and directly access the storage 133 for the 
metadata information would get the linking URL information to the requested content(s) 
(e.g. Logan: paragraph [0092]). Applicant's remark about the specifications on page 2, 
lines 21-33 are similarly covered in Logan's teachings as mentioned before and at the 
same time, they are not expressly reflected in the claims. 

See the new claim rejections for further clarifications. Applicant's arguments are 
thus not persuasive. 

Specification 

3. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. For example: 

• The last sentence of paragraph [0006] stating, "...whereas an interested user 
has the option to access to the groups in a very convenient way." should be 
amended to remove the second "to" after the word access (e.g. specifications 
page 3, lines 1-2). 

• The first instance of the acronym VBI should be spelled out to clearly define what 
the letters stand for (e.g. specifications page 3, lines 16). 

Appropriate correction is required 



Application/Control Number: 10/596,457 
Art Unit: 2445 



Page 4 



Claim Objections 

4. Claims 1-3 and 21 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

• As to claim 1, the portion stating, "...enabling to identify a a specific one 
of multiple groups of peers on a peer-to-peer network..." should be 
amended to remove the extra "a" term. In addition, the term "one" is not clear 
as to whether it is referring to "one group out of multiple groups" or "one peer 
out of groups of peers". Please amend accordingly and clarify within the 
claim Itself. 

• As to claim 2, the term "broadcast" should be amended to "content 
broadcast" to remain consistent with the rest of the claims, unless there is a 
different meaning between the terms "broadcast" and "content broadcast.". 

• As to claim 3, the newly amended claim is now a sentence fragment. The 
examiner suggests amending the claim to somehow include a verb, such as 
"provide", making the claim similar to that of claims 1 and 2, or "derive", so 
that it is more similar to claim 10. Further examination of this claim will be 
based on these assumptions. 

Appropriate corrections are required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-6, 8-13, and 15-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Publication No. US 2003/0093790 A1 to Logan etal. 
("Logan"). 

As to claim 1, Logan discloses a method of enabling to identify a a 
specific one of multiple groups of peers on a peer-to-peer network, the 
enabling comprising providing a specific one of multiple identifier for 
linking a content broadcast to the specific group of peers. In particular, 
Logan discloses the concept of having shareable metadata (or specific identifier) 
stored at a user's metadata storage (i.e. 133). Now metadata storage 133 acts 
as a registry or directory or resource node that provides the resource address (or 
Internet URL) or in other words, links the requesting user to the requested 
content through the URL. In addition, Logan further discloses clearly of the 
group of other users as directly accessing the storage 133, which satisfies the 
specific group of peers and not just any random individual. While the metadata 
URL information is readily available to the general public, only that group of 
specific individuals who actively directly access the storage for that information 
gets the linking URL to the requested content information (e.g. Logan: paragraph 
[0092]). In addition, Logan further discloses clearly the concept of what 
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metadata are and how they operate as being descriptive and qualitative segment 
identifiers for resource data (e.g. Logan: paragraphs [0097-0101]). 

As to claim 2, Logan further discloses the method as claimed in claim 
1, wherein the specific identifier is provided via the broadcast. In particular, 
Logan further discloses the concept of wherein the descriptive metadata 
(identifier) about broadcast programming is openly shared among the users who 
actively come to access that information (e.g. Logan: paragraph [0092]). 

As to claim 3, Logan further discloses the method as claimed in claim 
1, wherein the specific identifier via an Electronic Program Guide. In 

particular, Logan further discloses the concept of wherein the descriptive 

metadata is provided in an Electronic Program Guide (EPG) which displays in a 
convenient format the information concerning the contents of the available 
broadcast programming (e.g. Logan: paragraph [0120]). 

As to claim 4, Logan further discloses the method as claimed in claim 
1, wherein said method further comprises deriving the specific identifier 
from a further identifier representative of the content broadcast. In 

particular, Logan further discloses the concept of identification metadata. In 
addition, Logan further discloses the concept wherein the user may review or use 
the metadata from other users as a reference to compare to the stored metadata 
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information witliin tlie storage 133 to help furtlier identify tlie information stored 
within to the requesting user (e.g. Logan: paragraphs [0093-0095]). 

As to claim 5, Logan further discloses the method as claimed in claim 
4, wherein said method further comprises providing the further identifier 
via the content broadcast. In particular, Logan further discloses the concept of 
wherein the identifying metadata are created to further help identify the 
programming source from the original broadcast (e.g. Logan: paragraph [0094]). 

As to claim 6, Logan further discloses the method as claimed in claim 
4, wherein said method further comprises providing the further identifier 
via an Electronic Program Guide. In particular, Logan further discloses the 
concept of providing or presenting the metadata to the user through a program 
guide (e.g. Logan: paragraph [0095]). 

As to claims 8-13, see the similar rejections of claims 1-6, wherein the 
method is taught through the enabling method. 

As to claims 15-18, see the similar rejections of claims 1-4, wherein the 
method is carried out by the apparatus. 
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As to claims 19 and 20, see the similar rejections of claims 1 and 4, 
wherein the method is carried out by the apparatus with the software code stored 
within the computer-readable medium. 



As to claim 21, see the similar rejections of claim 1 , wherein the method 
includes the properties of the content broadcast linking the metadata of the 
content broadcast to the requesting user (or peers). 



Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to XIANG YD whose telephone number is (571)270-5695. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00am - 5:00pm with every 
other Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrice Winder can be reached on (571 )272-3935. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Patrice Winder/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2445 

/X. Y./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2445 



